
 
__07.11.2025__№__07/249__  

 
 

Dear Colleagues, 

The trade unions of Poland, famous for their proud history of 
longstanding commitment to defending workers’ rights and promoting decent 
work, have always served as an inspiring example of effective and principled 
action. Ukrainian trade union members closely follow your activities and 
celebrate your achievements.  

Therefore, we have heard with regret about recent appeals by Polish 
trade unions to impose an embargo on the import of Ukrainian steel. We believe 
that such position does not reflect the spirit of European solidarity, particularly 
now, when Ukraine is courageously resisting Russian aggression and 
defending not only its own independence but also the democratic values shared 
by all peoples of Europe.  

Today, metallurgical sector of Ukraine operates under extraordinarily 
difficult conditions. A significant share of production capacity has been 
destroyed by hostilities; enterprises face severe logistical challenges and 
energy shortages. Production volumes have sharply declined, while Poland’s 
steel industry continues to grow by 8% in total steel output and 6.4% in rebar 
production in the first half of 2025.  

Before the full-scale invasion, The Trade Union of the Metalworkers and 
Miners of Ukraine, which represents workers in the national mining and 
metallurgical industries, had nearly 250,000 members. Today only about 
120,000 remains. Many union members have lost their jobs due to destroyed 
facilities and occupied territories; thousands have joined the Armed Forces to 
defend the homeland. Those who remain at their workplaces continue 
producing steel, often under shelling and missile attacks, helping to sustain 
Ukraine’s economy and, consequently, its defense capability.  

Poland remains one of Ukraine’s most important trading partners in 
Europe. Between January and September 2025, bilateral trade has reached 
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USD 9.4 billion - 5.7 billion in imports from Poland and USD 3.7 billion in exports 
to Poland. That has resulted in a significant surplus in Poland’s favor. 

As for Ukrainian steel, Eurostat data show that exports to Poland 
increased by 19% in the first seven months of 2025 compared with the same 
period in 2024. However, this level remains below the pre-war volumes. 
Ukraine’s share in Polish steel imports is only 14.7%, compared to Germany’s 
27%. 

Accusations from Polish industrial associations of “unfair competition” 
against Ukrainian producers are unfounded. Ukrainian enterprises face 
substantially higher energy and raw material costs. For instance, in August 
2025, the average electricity price for non-household consumers in Ukraine was 
115 euros per MWh, compared to 89.6 euros in Poland. Therefore, it is 
inaccurate to refer to Ukrainian steel as “cheap.” 

We fully understand the challenges currently confronting Polish industry. 
Ukraine’s mining and metallurgical complex faces the same harsh realities. 
Moreover, like our Polish colleagues, we do not have specific single ministry of 
this sector. Finding a “convenient culprit” will not bring real solutions.  

Instead of advocating for new trade barriers against Ukrainian 
steelmakers, we urge you to focus on joint efforts that would serve the long-
term interests of workers in both our countries. We encourage attention to the 
continued presence of Russian steel on EU and Polish markets (despite 
existing sanctions) and to European producers that still purchase low-cost 
Russian raw materials.  

The Global Union IndustriALL and IndustriALL Europe could serve as 
valuable platforms for cooperation between Ukrainian and Polish trade unions 
in addressing these challenges. The true strength of trade unions lies in their 
solidarity and the ability to stand together and support in times of hardship.  

The Trade Union of the Metalworkers and Miners of Ukraine reaffirms 
its readiness for open dialogue and joint work. We warmly invite representatives 
of Polish trade unions to visit Ukraine and witness firsthand how our members, 
Ukrainian metallurgists, live and work today continuing their mission with 
resilience and dignity.  

 

With respect and solidarity 

The Trade Union of the Metalworkers and Miners of Ukraine 


